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Who we are, what we feel and how we act in our
present life is all based on our past.

If the past includes experience of prejudice,
discrimination, criminalisation, harassment —
this 1s bound to have an impact on how we see
ourselves as older people and how open we are
with others.

"BEFORE ryE ACT"

‘Before the Act’ started around 1998, The support group for Gay & Bisexual M
en who
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Belmont in 2003 and then supported by men? 65
Age Concern (AgeUK) up until recently wroyou B Bk W N o
when it has temporarily closed.
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Several events were held in 2008
showing Gateway to Heaven — a
powerful and often humorous
performance based entirely on the
memories of older lesbians and gay
men, collected by writer and lesbian
comedian Clare Summerskill.

BEFORE THE ACT OFFERS:.

-a safe place to meet & talk

“Somewhere to make friends
~Support and confidence

In 2012 the
SHROPSHIRE RAINBOW

FILM FEST

SPECIAL SCREENING at THE HIVE - Shrewsbury

Mlion 27 February 2012

GEN SILENT

Rainbow Film Festival screened
the film Gen Silent to an invited
audience of people from the
health and social care sector.
The film powerfully reveals
that many old and older LGBT
people are a ‘silent generation,
fearful for their future, many
going back into the ‘closet’

as they experience and/or

are afraid of discrimination

or worse, as they become

Increasingly dependent on
others. This raised a question amongst the audience — what is the
experience of those who live in Shropshire and what do we need to
do to make sure that people are not afraid and that ‘care providers’
understand the issues?
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This proved to be a pivotal point and after some stops and starts
SAND (Safe Ageing No Discrimination) was formally launched in
Shrewsbury, to raise awareness and encourage our own communities
to talk about the issues that are impacting on their lives.

Healthwatch Shropshire gave us a small grant to begin our research
— finding out what the issues are. We concluded that there is

much to be done in terms of awareness raising and a key aim for

SAND is to encourage people to ‘get that there is something to

get’ — that prejudice, discrimination, exclusion,
fear, bullying, ignorance is still the experience
of many LGBT people, despite changes in

legislation, and impacts on their lives in many
different ways — and that being older does not
mean we have no sexuality!

Some context
1885

Offence of "gross indecency” created, making all sexual acts
between men illegal.

1895

Oscar Wilde prosecuted for gross indecency and sentenced to two
years in prison.

1933

Nazis round up homosexuals and send them to the concentration
camps. Gay men have to wear a pink triangle on their camp
clothes.

1954

Alan Turing commits suicide, 18 months after being given a choice
between two years in prison or libido-reducing hormone treatment
for a year as a punishment for homosexuality.

1957

Wolfenden committee recommends the decriminalisation of gay
sex between consenting adults over 21, except in the armed forces.

1967

Gay sex decriminalised, with new privacy clause - no act may take
place where a third party is likely to be present. Age of consent set
at 21 (compared to 16 for heterosexuals and lesbians).
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‘Imagine someone living in a care home,
Or accessing care support who feels unable
to talk about their life, their experiences,
memories, hopes, family and relationships”
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Allies

The struggle for LGBT rights is strengthened
by the support of heterosexual allies. This was
particularly important when times were hard
and many LGBT people felt unable to be visible,
particularly in a small town.
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\\ Parents need support when their
\\ offspring come out. Support

| groups were formed in the

\ 1970's, later becoming FFLAG.

FFLAG members supported various campaigns, vigils (one in

‘\ . Shrewsbury’s Pride Hill) and marches.
\ The campaign for equal

marriage had large, active,
support from allies. Meetings

| F AMILIES AND FRIENDS were held in the Unitarian
\\\ OELESBKMS AND GAYS \ church in Shrewsbury.
\\ Quarterly Newsletter [
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Crabapple, a wholefood shop
iIn Castle Gates (how Pomona
Grocery, who are Rainbow

Film Festival sponsors), hosted
window displays around various
campaigns and Pride Weeks.
Also, they stocked The Pink
Paper and Scene Out.

Window display in Crabapple -
Clause 28 demo in Pride Hill
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Arthur Robert Hardy |

ARTHUR Robert Hardy, a prominent mem-
ber of FFLAG (Families and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays), the support group
for parents, has died at the age of 77. lifelong Libertarian
With his second wife, Rose, he ran a par- Socialist, he also
ents’ support line from his home for wrote for many
many years. years for the

The parent of a gay son, Arthur worked for Socialist Leader, the
gay rights within his trade union and in the newspaper of the
Cyclists Touring Club. He wrote letters to Independent Labour
the press and an article, with his son Geoff, Party.
for Gay News. He also appeared on tele-  In his later years he
vision. became a Quaker,

and in non-violent
direct action with the
Committee of 100. A

His involvement in gay rights spanned almost
two decades and all the major political cam-
paigns. During the struggle against Section
28, he attended a local vigil in Shrewsbury
and a march in Manchester.

A pacifist, Arthur supported conscientious objec-
tors during the Second World War and in
the 1950s and 60s became involved in CND

describing himsgelf
‘a spiritual sort of
person, but not reli-
gious”.

Arthur had been a keen cyclist all his life, but
had recently suffered from minor heart
attacks, which became more frequent, cur-
tailing his ability to walk and cycle. His death

Father of a gay son, Arthur Robert Hardy supported many causes

was sudden. Arthur will be missed by his wife
Rose, his son Geoff and his many friends.

Arthur Robert Hardy, born May 3rd 1921, died
June 8th 1998

Arthur Hardy, who came to
live in Shropshire, was one of
FFLAG's founding members.
He set up the local Group.
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Culturg
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Are We Being Served ..
Representations of LGBT in the | ’
media were often non-existent or
negative. Are You Being Served,
a TV comedy show, was a typical
example; where a key character
(played by John Inman) played out a
very stereotypical role as a flapping,
amusing, “silly old queen”. Research
(Lesbians and Gays and Broadcasting Report, 1987/, stated that
“... 25 minutes out of 688 hours (of monitored national TV and radio,
12 -18 August 1985) ...given to lesbian representation”
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Square Peg

Outlets for LGBT artistic expression became more common in

the 1980s. Square Peg was an arts magazine. |t proved a good
opportunity for Shropshire born artist, Stephen Harwood. Alongside
his painting ‘Drinks” he wrote “being 16 and gay isn't the easiest thing
iIn the world......" “If | wasn't an artist | don't know what I'd be like"

Coming Out

A need for positive images, especially for
lesbians, was paramount. Postcards etc.
became more available and LGBT people
could more positively reflect and celebrate
their lives eg by sending a nice postcard to
friends!

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender
History

Local Authorities began, some belatedly,
to promote LGBT images, history and
writings (although the spectre of “Section
28" still caused some reluctance for
some). A leaflet put out by Shropshire
County Library Service in 2007, may have
reflected this reluctance — on the front
page the image of a woman reading a
book (which may, or may not be LGBT
subject matter) doesn’t show her head,
which makes her invisible.

Shropshire County Library Service

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender History

¥¥ Shropshire

Out (which started LGBT History

r SHROPSHIRE LGBT HISTORY MONTH

Shropshire LGBT
History Month

One of the founders of Schools
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Month in the UK), Paul
Patrick, was booked to
speak at Shrewsbury
Library on 9th February
2007/. Paul was one of the
few LGBT teachers to be “out” in the classroom in the 19/0s
(but, unlike others did not suffer disciplinary action from his
employer). Unfortunately he cancelled due to ill health and died
not long afterward. It is quite likely that a life of dealing with
homophobia played a part in his early death.

OR THE DMK

Box Office: 01743 281281

Manda Scott

Manda Scott, a prize winning local author, was pleased to lend her
name to LGBT History Month 2010.

The Pride Ball 2012

Local entrepreneur, Martin Monahan has dedicated hours of his time
and significant resources to help the LGBT community. The Pride Ball
2012 had over 1000 guests at the ICC in Birmingham, it endorsed

the campaign ‘It Gets Better’ (to help young LGBT people) as well as
raising a lot of money for HIV/AIDS charities and LGBT organisations.

The Shropshire
Rainbow Film

Festival

The Shropshire Rainbow Film
Festival started in 2006, stating
that "Films are the Mirrors of: Our
Hopes, Our Dreams, Our Diversity,
Our Lives”. A bold statement meant
to challenge the the dominance of
heterosexual stories and images in
film.
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Prior to the early years of this
century, portrayals of LGBT people
were generally as "mad, bad or sad".

. 7.30pm: Opening :
LG BT.ﬁlms made by LGBT people Shrewbry Toun Meyor, %ﬁ%@mym
have increased and are a popular Fiday 16t October 6. 00pm QUEEN & COUNTRY
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THE HEART OF
LESBIAN MOTHER'S
CUSTODY MOVEMENT

RAISING HELL

Sunday 18th October, 4.30pm
FOR 80 DAYS "N

Sunday 18th October, 6.30pm
BOY MEETS GIRL

Film Festival celebrated its 10th
anniversary with record audiences.
However it is still a struggle to

find good quality films that reflect
lesbian or Trans lives.
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Family

We all come from one. Some of us have children
before we ‘come out, some after, some have their
children taken away from them and are deemed
unfit parents. For many LGBT people who have
been rejected by family’ their own community
becomes ‘family’

Marie Claire
Magazine

‘Soon after we started our
family, Section 28 appeared
to mean we only had a
‘pretended family!™ said the
parents of Liam, born at the
Royal Shrewsbury Hospital in
1988.

Becoming parents has
presented LGBT people
with many dilemmas. Of
paramount importance has
been how best to protect
the children from prejudice.
Some equate those issues
with similar concerns faced by
couples from different races
and/or a different cultural
heritage.

The options can seem
overwhelming in the different
decisions to be made and

the consequences for all the
family, whether the starting
point be e.g. adoption,
fostering, shared parenting,
donor insemination, IVF,
donor womb.

Marie Claire magazine
published a very positive
article in its UK edition in
September 1991, illustrated
with nice photographs

of what they called "gay
families”.

The idea that LGBT people
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By 2005 there were more positive stories about LGBT parents.

The Shropshire Star reported, in April 2005, that a gay man living

In Malinslee, Simon Ryder, had been nominated to represent the
region by Asda staff at Donnington Wood, for the national Wonder
Mum finals in London. Simon had fostered some 10 children with his
partner, Chris Newton, between the ages of 3 and 11 years.

Simon said ‘It is very nice to be nominated ....me and the kids had a
bit of a laugh about it’

From the 19/0s onward support groups for AZ;,*

the families and friends of LGBT people had éﬁ;ﬁ‘?’%d
formed, first in London and then Manchester QO. 0.’.0‘?
and elsewhere. By 2015 the need for specific ., .‘Q.’
support for the families of Trans people was ".

apparent and in 2015 SOFFA Marmalade, based
In the Midlands, produced a leaflet to advertise
their group which aims “... to support those
who may or may not be struggling to come to
terms with the issues”

Information & Support

For anyone supporting

Someone with Gender issues
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In 1983 the Gay Medical :
association published “A.[.D.S",
the first attempt in the UK to
warn people of the danger.
Unfortunately, their work was
not heeded by the Government.
It took them until 1987/ to act.
Every household had a leaflet
delivered and adverts appeared on the TV. Most people remember
"AIDS, Don't Die of Ignorance *, the adverts with exploding volcanoes
and AIDS being chiselled into a block of stone.

For the first time the words “gay” and “straight” appeared on
advertising hoardings. For many, not just gay men, it was a very
frightening time

HIV aids

With money from the Department

of Health, Shropshire Council Social
Services, reported in 1993 on what had
been done in the county from 1986 to
1992. The first case of HIV infection
officially notified in the county was in
1989. By 1992, 30 people were known
to be HIV positive

Young Gay Men

The Terrence Higgins Trust (named after one of

the first British people to have died following Aids)

made their leaflets available across the UK. Initially

government agencies were reluctant to use

explicit language about sex and were unrealistic

In dealing with sex between young gay men. By

1994 the age of consent had lowered for gay men

from 21 to 18, but many young men have sex

A G To Comse Our before the age of 18. The Trust was better placed
e to deal with these issues.

Dykes + Safer Sex

The Shropshire Gay and Bisexual
Men's Health Project, based in
Shrewsbury took innovative steps to
engage lesbians in the fight against
HIV infection. They were aware of
the prominent role of lesbians in US
cities in giving blood donations and
voluntary care and support services
to people suffering in consequence
of HIV.

h hire Buddies &
Shropshire Buddies P

__ Male Out ABOUT OUR
Shropshire Buddies and Body Positive SERVICES |
recognised that many men who
have sex with men do not identify as
being gay. Many were married men. L S/ Meale-
Some thought that because they saw f—;ﬁ : Qut
themselves as being heterosexual the R

J y 'S;"bamtﬁ”"”

could not become HIV positive.

Tel:
01743 35007s

Shropshire Gay and
Bisexual men's health
project outreach

There was an awareness that because
of homophobia in society a significant
number of gay men and, what became
referred to as "mesmen” (i.e. men who had sex with men but were
not gay) met at public toilets for sex, there or elsewhere. Outreach
workers spoke to these men at the public toilets and gave advice
about safer sex and offered lubricants and condoms.

Shropshire & Telford Gay Health
Closure

By 2001 the availability of combination therapies and a focus more
on HIV testing caused the health services to review their

funding of HIV/Aids treatment and prevention. In 2001

Shropshire & Telford Gay Health closed and much work
transferred to voluntary agencies.

Geoff Hardy
Sessional
epre  OUtreach Worker

Out of Sight Out of Mind

December 1st is World Aids Day. In Shropshire
the day was and still is marked by the sale of
red ribbons. Funds are raised for agencies
helping to prevent the spread of HIV.

Over the years services were held at St
Laurence’'s Church in Ludlow and candle lit
vigils held in the Square in Shrewsbury.

Vivant

In recent years Shropshire Rainbow Film
Festival has screened a film relevant to HIV/

Aids at the Hive in Shrewsbury on World Aids

Day. As time passes more hopeful films have
been made. In 2015 the RFF screened Vivant’ a
film about five HIV positive men working together
to take their first sky dive, with lots of humour
and positive images.

R VIVANT (aLivE

THE HIVE, 5 BELMONT, SHREWSBURY SY1 1TE
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1] Lobl:;y over ,-g‘c:ty marriage

Group is
| seeking
bishop’s
audience

LEADERS of a Shropshire campaign for
equal marriage have called for a meeting
with the Catholic Bishop of Shrewshury
after he repeated his criticism of plans to
legalise gay mar- N
riage.

embers of Shropshire
Marriage 4 All have writ-
ten an ugt;n letter to the
Rt Rev Mark Davies in
which they asked the
bishop to ‘stand in their
| | shoes’ on the issue.

It comes after he used his
Easter homily at Shrews-
bury Cathedral to again crit-
icise Government plans to

Marriage

SMA4A (Shropshire Marriage for All) was set up
after a lobbying meeting with Shrewsbury MP
Daniel Kawczinski, on March 10th 2012. Daniel
sald that he was ‘'minded to vote for the Same
Sex Marriage Bill.

“m,

SM4A members were LGBT and heterosexual allies and the
majority were people of faith communities. The Group viewed
marriage as an equality issue, not ‘gay marriage'.

ther vesearch, based on polling of

15 Living Togy 2, has shown legalize gay marriage

ey Sronewall's LaVIng TUR. L 12th June 2012, A : ge.
This not people, published o ially, three in five The bishop warned that
= abq over 2000 peop! le in Britain and, Crucia’s the country stood at a ‘eross-

n in ten peop e
i lﬂ::fplt of faith, support the Gmwr:::w e )
’Fh' dses to four in five people un
1%

It was a long, hard campaign. There was a lot of highly vocal
opposition. Daniel received a lot of mail from both sides.

| roads’ over the issue and
other matiers such as ahor-
8 i aghiunr rfi_:app!ut% we want to be part
Four members of Shrop- of society that respects
shire Marriage 4 All stood © cryDody.

Rt Rev Mark Davies

WHAT WE CAN ALL DO

SM4A campaigned through the media, letter-writing, collected
petition signatures in the Town Centre and distributed flyers and
wristbands. Most people were supportive.

Daniel voted for the Bill, as did Telford's MP David Wright.
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| outside the cathedral on
l'own Walls before Easter
mass began on Sunday to
speak to members of the
congregation and hand out
leaflets on equal marriage.
Geoff Hardy was one of
the protesters,
He said: “Some people in
the congregation thanked us
for being there and said they
felt very awkward about the
church’s view of equal mar-
riage.
“Others were angry.
“The bishop did not offer
to speak to us.”
Mr Hardy said the oup
had met Mark Ryland, the
Anglican Bishop of Shrews-
bury, and Martin
Charlesworth, the leader of
the Barnabus Community

Mr Hardy’s partner Peter
Busme, _the chairman of
bllrnpgh:re Marriage 4 All
has written an open letter to
the Rt Rev Davies, calling
for a meeting.

The letter says: “We spoke
with many of your congrega-
tion and it became clear to
us that a significant number
do not share your opposition
Lo marriage being availahle
Lo same sex couples.

He added: “We are willing
to try and stand in your
shoes, what reason can you
have to not try and stand in
ours?™

A spokesman for the Dio-
cese of Shrewsbury said:
“The Shrewsbury diocese
extends across the whole of
Shropshire and Cheshire

1 i : T . VOLE, e and includes parts
The Same Sex Marriage Act was passed in July 2013 and the first e Gt Chureh i Longien Cole rcner o hete o
although it 3% ality. He said: “It feels right for  “This hee og oLy S0iTe.
: : . his and be a step further so full ¢4 h i or  “This has not allowed the
marriages were in March 2014. Wi o el c i i 25 cthe even § there re g, Bibop Lo bold meotings
Keepup (i3 chates fEI‘EI’ICI:"-E that can never be i'_‘ﬂin either support of mar-
== twitter “It is about equality and Efﬁfﬁ?i,ﬁj:gggé‘?d“ﬁmm“

-_thUpsh'ﬂ‘“""m"i“E‘:}“ﬂ"iE“uﬂ'mm e e .

Marriage was a huge step forward in terms of legal equality, but
heterosexuals were denied access to Civil Partnerships.

h upu‘l‘www.-mﬂa.urg. uk

g on issue before he votes

By Catherine Ferris

i i a public
Shrewsbury MP Daniel Kaweczynski today said t}-:eel w:};i?]&;i c}ill:{]:?de 1?” o
m;ettﬁlg on the issue of same-sex marriage — to help
i By ki said that was to su p&;tr :ﬁu:ﬁl:-ﬁ;};
Mrl;rii{a: cﬁg:,lshé could not ignore the ‘kauzl :i?gbm?}i :
ekl stituents who are opposed Lo ¥ i
received from con < TR
- ‘arrogant’ to ignore the
views of his constituents,
and said the outcome of a
vote at the end of the
lanned meeting w'?u_ld
e a ‘huge factor 1In
influencing his decision.
It is hoped the meeting to
discuss the issue will be held
in February. Plans to legalise
same-sex  marrisge hqv_e
divided the Gc\lnservatn‘ )
party. Prime Minister David
Cameron, who supp?ﬁt:ts thz
has promise
2;1?;;% in thnplaw in Eng-
Jand and Wales by the next
election in May 2015.
But more than 100 of his
MPs, including Environ-
ment Secretary and north
Shropshire MP Owen Pater-
gon, are thought o be
against the idea.

Equal

The Prime ?;@miati: hgi
flered MPs a free vote
‘ghe {ssue — due to take place
i » SPTINE. T
- It\?f Kl;wc‘fynski aaid: "On
the one hand my gut reac
tion is to support gay mar-
riage because 1 am very
much against discrimi nation
and it 15 an 1ssue of equa
rights. However, 11l Shrews-
bury there is a very }a:ge:
element of society which is
fundamentally opposed to

thl‘?‘i;‘?fore 1 decide how to

ise &
vote 1 want to orgamse
large public meeting to hear
the views of those who are in

P Re:
e I Friday
his ‘gut feeling August 1 2003
Published in London
and Manchester
guardian.co.uk
® &

Pope calls for halt to ‘evil’ gay marriages

Rebecca Allison In Britain gay couples areto. homosexual unions to be in  approval orlegalisation of evil  and two provinees in Canada  with the modern world and  way the tone of the language
e s be offered the same legal any way similar or even issomethingfardifferentfrom have passed legislation recog-  unnecessarily aggressive, has been ratcheted up. It is
The Vatican vesterday urged rights as married couples from  remotely analogous to God's  the toleration of evil”, nising same-sex unions “It is deeply offéensive lan-  very aggressive and homopho-
Catholic politicians to actively = 2010, plan for marriage and family, The guidelines, which were  Germany and France allow gay - guage and thesortof language © bie” spokesman Martin Pen-
campaign againsgt legalising The Pope's new guidelines Marriage is holy, while homo-  issued by the Vaticans ortho-  couples some form of civil that comes from someone who | dergast saicd, adding: “Tt is a bit
gav marriages which it said  will make uncomfortable read-  sexual acts go against the nat-  doxy watchdog, the Congrega-  partnership with legal rights. has lost the argumeént. Itisa  of deckchaivs-on-the-Titanic
were evil, deviant and posed s ing for the more liberal clergy  ural moral law it said, adding:  tion for the Doetrine of the  The fssue is charged in the desperate last bidtoclingonto.  time and the Vatiean is clearly
grave threat to society. as well as many Catholic politi-  “Legal recognition of homo-  Faith, also described gay sex as DS, where some lswmakersin  the 109th century from an  worred.”

In a document which was cians, intluding the Tory sexualunionsorplacingthéem inhuman and gay couples the House of Representatives  organisation which has failed The note was greeted with
immediately condemned by leader, lain Duncan Smith, onthe same level as martiage adopting children as “doing  have proposed a ban on gay  to admit that we are in the angeracross Europe, Including
gay rights campaigners as and the leader of the Liberal would mean not only the violence™ marriages 1o counter state 21507 said the chiefexecutiveof  in [taly. A small group of pro-
shocking and inflammatory, Democrats, Charles Kennedy,  approvil of deviant behaviour The intervention comes as  laws granting legal recogni-  Stonewdill, Ben Summerskill testers in 5t Peter'’s Square held
Catholic  lawmakers were The paper represents a ..o bol would also obseure: the Church of England faces ' tion to'gay unions. President The Roman Catholic Caucus.  banners that read "No Vatican,
warned that any support of rtcheting up of the Vatican's . basic values which belong to.  splits over theappointment of George Bush revealed this of the Lesbian and Gay Chris-  No Taliban” and “Democracy
same-sex unions was “gravely  struggle to reverse the world-  the common inheritance of openly gay clergy and moves  week that he wants to “codify”  tian Movement also hit out at. Yes, Theoeracy No."
immoral” and there was a wide momentum behind humanite” towards legalising gay mar- marriage o énsure ft stays theVaticans language.*There __ .
moral duty on them to publicly  legalising gay marriage. The papal note says people.  tiages in Europeand America “between man and woman” {sn't an awful lot which lenew Pope’s message,pagel2
oppose moves towards legal  “There are absolutely no extending cohabitation rights continue apace. Gay rights campalgnerssaid  here in terms of the message  ClffordLongley, page24
recognition of such marriages. grounds for considering "need to be remindedthatthe  The Netherlands, Belgium  the Vatican was out of touch but what is pernicious is the guardianco.uk/gayrights

SORRY, 5T PETERS 15 GUT
FORTHE WEDDING ELTON,
. - - ]

SHREWSBURY AND ATCHAM
FOR MARRIAGE

more INformation cail \U1¥ou) soaauwy. | awa seunsnall, who 1s rormeriy o ywinixall son Work at tne notel. cnarity golf uay can call 0844 8799049,

Gay marriage campaigners welcome news

MARRIAGE IS UNDER THREAT

Poicians or Vsbiater WG e the reasning o mariege o
maka it ‘genderless’. But kids need a mum and a dad. Did you know all
e e |

The legalisation of gay marriage has been
welcomed by Shropshire campaigners who
have lnbhiecg‘ for the change for 18 months.

The controversial bill is likely to become
law later this week after the chanﬁs were
approved in the House of Lords on Monday.

It means gay and lesbian wedding cere-
monies could take place from next summer.

favour and those who are

inst. 1 have been over-
ﬁﬂ?\eﬂ by the number of

etters from constituents
i:-p sed to this proposal. On
A E?ghly contentious 1ssue
like this I think it 1s 1mpor-
tant for MPs to have public
meectings to ﬁ{xd out the wil

of the people.

backing same-SeX mArriage.

said: “We are absolutely delighted. This is a
moment in history to celebrate love, rela-
tionships and equality We first met with
Shrewsbury and Atcham MP Daniel Kaw-
czynski in February 2012 and we are very
pleased that both he and Telford MP David
Wright strongly support the new law.”
Over the last 18 months, the group has

Peter Roscoe, chairman of Shropshire
Marriage for All, said: “Our experience in
meeting Shropshire people told us that
,despite the negative views expressed by
some of the county’s MPs and religious lead-
ers, clearly most ordinary people want
equality at law for themselves, gay relatives,
neighbours, friends and work colleagues.

tive MPs Owen Paterson, Mark Pritchard
and Philip Dunne against the change.

The plans. have also been repeatedly
opposed by the Catholic Bishop of Shrews-
bury Mark Davies. Earlier this year, he used
his Easter homily at Shrewsbury Cathedral
to condemn the proposals.

He said Britain risked “falling into dark-

LGBT HISTORY

———

Mr Kawczynski said the The move was welcomed today by cam- lobbied all of the county’s MPs and also col- e are on the right side of history.” ness” with ple unable to distinguish | j
meeting would be chaired by paigners from Shropshire Marriage for All. lected signatures for a petition in favour of =~ The same-sex marnaﬁrgians proved to be between good and evil due to the marginal- |
an &ndepi-é:deenndt :ﬁ?ﬁff?ﬂ; Kate Glennane, secretary of the group, the law change in Shrewsbury. controversial in Shropshire, with Conserva- isation of Christianity in society. =

u _
on game sexmarmiage
r a 0 “
iu:a?l!':r {JPE" and peers - - - ] i« L
launched a campaign group
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Schools Out

i e R gy
The National Festival of LGBT History has grown " lesian, gy senal pand.visibilty n education o
out of the work of Schools Out (Www. | S
schools-out.org.uk ) who, in 2004, initiated ]/ SIhZER
LGBT History Month. Their intention is m
ambitious — nothing less than providing HISTORY MONTH

the general public and our community
with the education denied and kept hidden
from them in mainstream education,

ﬂ N

Educating ‘out’ prejudice and making all LGBT people

visible and safe. The idea is to enable everyone — LGBT

and heterosexual alike — to discover the contributions and
experiences of the LGBT community in all their diversity. This
will only happen if the history, lives and experiences of LGBT
people are made visible within educational curriculums and
educational institutions are safe places for all.

- u h .
eligion, Belief and Philosophy &

(B
org.uk 2
- ) Nlﬁﬁﬁr‘w\:"/f
Month 7
1156352)

7 <

R

www.lgbthistorymo nth
Schools Out United Kingfiom, founde; :aflLGBT Hisi‘:e:%on e

@rinder
e
o

Amongst other things Schools Out has created The Classroom
(www.the-classroom.org.uk), offering a series of lesson plans to
enable teachers to include the LGBT experience through a variety of
lesson plans in all key stages. It also presents a simple but effective
methodology to enable us all to be an inclusive practitioner and
promoter of equality and diversity.

www.schools-out.org.uk

Looking at their relatively clear and straightforward methodology
helps us to understand what we need to do to promote inclusion
and equality. We think this can apply to other areas of life, as well as
teaching.

What we need to do 1s
‘usualise’ and ‘actualise’

LESBIAN GAY BISEXUAL TRANS

HISTORY MONTH

‘Usualise’ isn't a word that is found in any dictionary but it
describes very well the process and avoids the potentially negative
connotations of ‘'normalise’ — problematic when describing
humans as it assumes there is a right’ way of being and is therefore
a pejorative term to many who consider themselves outside the
majority. It also has connotations of ‘trying to fit in’ rather than
embracing diversity.

When we usualise something, we acclimatise people to its presence,
and take away the threat of difference which creates fear and
discrimination. Usualising in schools has more to do with familiarizing
learners with a subject’s everyday occurrence or existence rather
than an in-depth understanding of the subject.

In schools ‘usualising” acclimatises children to the existence of
something (e.g. LGBT people). This prepares them to be taught in

more detail about those lives later on. This more in-depth teaching is
the second teaching method called ‘actualising” and involves lessons
with specific objectives that include a greater understanding of LGBT
iIdentities, and their impact on people and culture.
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Section 28

The Local Government Bill, probably, galvanised
LGBT people, their families and allies to protest
to a degree not seen before in the UK. Some
would say that, in the long term, it was an own
goal for the Government. Unfortunately, it was
not repealed until 2003. One consequence was
that many young LGBT people during that time
failed to receive sensible advice, including how
to avoid HIV infection, at school.

AMSTERDAM Oct 14

GRONIGEN 15
MIIMEGEN 16
\ EINDHOVEN 19
ANTWERP 1

PARIS 22

STRASBOURG 25
MILAM 28
ZURICH

‘ MUMICH Nov

ERAMKFURT
BERLIM

GAY ACTION =

STOCKHOLM 16
COPENHAGEN 1%

THE HAGUE 23
LONDON Mov 24
G MAMCHESTER 8
EDINBURGH 30

BIRMINGHAM Dec 3

SECTION ZBM

RO-TOUR
lél(J) NFERENCE

COUNTY HALL: Saturday November 26th 1988
9.30am-5.30pm  Créche provided. ~Tel: 247 1441 axf 22
Fully accessible; Signers and kanguage interpreters available.

S —————

The clause (later Section 28)
stated that local authorities
could not fund or “intentionally
promote” homosexuality...state
schools could not promote “the
acceptability of homosexuality
as a pretended family
relationship”.

The drafting was mean in
Intent and most legal opinion
was that it was unenforceable
nonsense (no cases therefore,
were ever brought to Court),
but it gave succour to local
authorities who wanted to
continue to ignore, and be
unpleasant to, their LGBT local
tax payers.

The 'Stop the Clause’ organisation organised many public

demonstrations. For the first time action was co-ordinated across
Europe.

Humorous post cards aimed to highlight the absurdity of the law. It
IS suggested that the cartoon figure in one of the postcards had a
likeness to Mary Whitehouse, a former Shropshire County Council
Librarian and founder, some years before, with Malcolm Muggeridge,
of the National Viewers and Listeners Association.

How do you promote homosexuality? A high profile advertising

agency was asked, if hired, how it would do so. It had to say it could
not be done!

Places that had never seen a LGBT [l '“'m
demonstration saw angry LGBT Hi ~
|

people on their streets. Significant
numbers of people travelled from
Shrewsbury to demonstrations,

not just in London, but nearer

to home e.g. Manchester and
Wolverhampton. Shrewsbury saw
its own demonstration at the top of
Pride Hill, which included a number
of “pretended families”!

On 14th March people opposed to
the clause held a public meeting
at the English Bridge Community
Workshop. As the clause passed
through the parliamentary process
it changed its number, at that time
it was clause 25, this was very
confusing.

ll STIDP v
i CLAUSE28

Bl 4. 2 AL 3
(f | STOP CLAUSE 25 AND PARAGRAPH 16
- & bt OB ™ M B g

ESIh?S AND GAYS UNDER ATTACK (A}“
ta) 14{1;:-} } =

ﬁ{’kg RIGHTS @
“ NEXT .
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People were very glad to see the
back of Section 28, when it was
repealed in 2003. However that
was not the case for one of the
Shropshire MPs, Owen Paterson.

He was not at the House of 28 as a furt er mea ection
Commons for the vote but said ecﬁ;lgpchﬂdren,” hgssgﬁa iy
that “...I would have voted to keep  Jetter b }fegsl?n said eve
Section 28 as a further means of ~ Subject haq beeegg’?d on the
protecting children” ©€Ping Section 28, ik
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Visibility

2011: Shropshire Rainbow Film Festival created street banners, which
hung over town centre streets. This increased numbers attending and
raised LGBT visibility.

Peter Gilbert, inspired by the festival,
set up Chill Out: a non-scene social
group, meeting monthly at the OMH
Café Bar.

The first Chill Out took place on
Monday 6 June 2011. “I climbed
the steps to the Old Market Hall
nervously and couldn't believe the hubbub

of voices audible before | even reached the entrance! Amazingly,
there were thirty people there that first evening,” Peter recalls.

2012: LGBT Shrewsbury set up Shrewsbury Carnival Pride.

2013 saw Shrewsbury’s first LGBT float on the Town Carnival, which
won First Prize for ‘Most Original Form of Transport’ and in 2015 won
again for the 3rd year running.

Border Women: the network for lesbian and
Border Women  picoyjal women on the Welsh-English borders
continues to meet reqgularly and has done for

e [oEsit 28 yesis. 2014: Shropshire Fire & Rescue HQ flew the rainbow flag to mark

IDAHO (International Day Against Homophobia.

R i SM4A (Shropshire Marriage 4 All) was formed
Ne“;?;::l?;llzir:wn iIn 2012, to campaign for same sex marriage.
in the SM4A lobbied MP's, wrote letters to the
Welsh/English borders media, distributed leaflets. Two Shropshire

r n. o.uk
www borderwomon. MP’s: Daniel Kawczinski (Shrewsbury) and
Peter Wright (Telford and Wrekin) voted in favour.
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terms of what it offered and numbers

WOmen in ShIOpShire attending. The demographic however

was less expected, it was consistently

attracting an older age group than
the initial foot-balling audience!
Time to investigate. In 2015, L Fest

commissioned research to find out

: : : why younger lesbians were not coming
L Fest — National Lesbian Festival, born West along. This found that, despite huge

Midlands Showground, Shrewsbury 2011. progress, increased visibility and the
presence of role models, many young

_ _ lesbians still do not feel safe to be
Inspired by women's football post-match parties,  out.

the original intention was to hold a festival of ; oo i SN
. / . ; — wrapped up as one big festive party! __
sport and music for ‘women who liked women'" So — what next: Scilrcloy Dscsmiber 1sf 202
The concept grew when organiser, Cind 2016 Is the 6th year of L Fest and SR 0) |
g o) N | y tickets are already selling fast —
Edwards approached the Shropshire Rainbow watch this space!

Film Festival (later SpringOut 2012/13) who added
film and arts to the programme. The Laughing
Cows Provided comedy.

www.lfest.co.uk

A 1] :’. @ |
L Fest wanted to offer something different and the ethos of caring 1 gé;cf st kwa/u(d-

for those who came was high on the agenda — always provide |
clean toilets, never run out of toilet paper and — as the sun - M @M}t@l
beat down — offer bottled water and suntan lotion.

SN B IR, L5
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SATURDAY, 28TH NOVEMRFE!
il » 20 1 H NOVEMBER
b LUSE WOt ALK STER M) ian 13—:' {-?;

VNCHE

Year one was a hit — but it needed to be bigger ,
if it was going to survive. It also needed |
Interim events and from the very first year
there was a sister event L Festive during the
Winter; and L fest del Mar — the Spanish version
arrived on the scene in 2013.

L Fest is about bringing people together, having a

good time and sharing important issues in a safe and
friendly environment, whether as a single person or in a
couple. It also provides a huge opportunity to encourage
and promote lesbian music, arts, creativity, writing, poetry,
dance, film and fun!

After two years in Shrewbury, L Fest moved to Uttoxeter
Racecourse where it continued to see a pattern of growth in

iy
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Women in Shropshire

Border Women

The network for lesbian and bisexual women
on the English-Welsh border, born Leominster,
Shropshire 1988.

Inspired by a woman who produced a flyer
using her own personal contact details inviting
others to join her in starting a local group. She
contacted a reporter on the Hereford Times who
agreed to write an article about lesbians in the
Borders. About 20 women turned up for the first
‘meeting in Leominster Community Centre
where the name Border Women was chosen.

A follow up letter, circulated to those present, described it as follows:

The meeting... was extraordinary in many ways — to be in
Leominster with nearly 20 other lesbians felt revolutionary and
miraculous! Although women might have felt anxious, scared to
come, tense... | feel that we co-operated in a good way. It was
Intense and tiring — but just think, we'd never met before. For
some of us, including me, the meeting was breaking the isolation
of many years. | feel that it is worth the work and effort and
personally | shall carry on: even if we only reach one hew woman
a month it's worth it for her and for us!

A monthly newsletter was initiated shortly after this inaugural meeting
and two years later the group was still going strong as described in
The Pink Paper (16th June, 1990):

Border Women, the lively lesbians from the Welsh Marches, are
celebrating their second birthday... the group has spread from

Telfo_rc_j to Bre_con and Worcester to Aberystwyth with 100 women Border Women Newsletter
receiving their newsletter. They meet regularly in Shrewsbury and hapet 1993 o 8
there is a social and disco every month in Ludlow, as well as one- ”

off video showings, workshops, parties and picnics.

oy . o~
\ g

[

The network survived with collective input from women all over the
County who organised as ‘regional reps’ to support and advertise
Border Women, as well as editors who produced the essential
monthly newsletter which was at that time based in Ludlow.

‘._

In 2007, one of the women central to the newsletter sadly died.
Energy was low, membership had dwindled, and the archives were
moved from Ludlow to Shrewsbury.

By 2008 the paper-copy newsletter was complemented by a
revitalised electronic version and membership numbers started to
grow once again. In 2010 the group moved to an entirely online
social networking site where membership has now risen to 150
(in 2016) with an age range from 20-90; members post their own
range of events, such as going to the cinema, picnics and parties,
walking and cycling.

www.borderwomen.net
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WHAT
ork =
THE oM
WORKERS?
What About the s ey
Gay Workers? A Report of the
Until early this century LGBT l Commission on
y this century people were Discriminatign

vulnerable to dismissal by employers who £1
were averse to homosexuality. In 1979 John cmcawhm =
Saunders, a handyman at a Scottish Youth - C’“"'ﬂ
Camp, was dismissed. The case made it clear in

law that it was reasonable to sack a person because some people
are prejudiced. The Campaign for Homosexuality reported on the
vulnerability of LGBT people in employment, in 1981.

Susan Shell

Susan Shell was sacked from a local authority girls’ home because
of a conversation, in which she mentioned she was a lesbian. The
campaign to get her reinstated, "Defend Susan Shell’, was one of a
number of similar campaigns that took the matter to the trade union
movement. One of the first to take a positive stand was Nalgo (the
National and Local Government Officers Association).

- \
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v Gay Rights
LGBT members of the union for public sector
staff, NALGO (today called Unison), formed a
group, in 1974, called Nalgay. Over time they
persuaded the union to have a policy which
protected LGBT staff from prejudice at
work. In 1984 the group “Lesbians and Gays
Support the Miners” made positive links
with the National Union of Mine Workers,
this in turn led to the adoption of positive
policies by the Labour Party, from 1985

Equality 2000

Stonewall, the national LGBT rights organisation,
started an “equality 2000 campaign in 1997. Its
aspiration was to achieve full equality in all aspects
of life for LGBT people by the year 2000. (It got
close with the criminal law, which became equal

iIn 2003; equality in the civil law came about,
nearly, in 2013 (if you are a Church of England
Christian and wish to marry in your church — in
law, it is forbidden). In 1997 there was still no direct
protection for LGBT people at work.

New Rights

In 2003 the Trades Union
Congress could celebrate its role
In the passing of the Employment
Equality (Sexual Orientation)
Reqgulations 2003 in its pamphlet
"New Rights”. This was thanks

to European Union law, which
caused the UK to protect LGB
workers against being treated less
favourably than their heterosexual
colleagues.

TUC Out At Work Course

TUC Education at

LGBT RIGHTS ARE Shrewsbury College are
HUMAN RIGHTS! running a course aimed at

building LGBT awareness
in the workplace and it’s
free! Book your place

Two day course
Saturday 27th June
and Saturday 11th July

im-—4.00 pm

Here to help: I

GrOup ams

Talking Point staff newsletter

LGBT employees at Shropshire County Council set up a LGBT staff
group in 2005. The Shropshire Star, of 10th August 2005, endearingly
carried a headline "Council to cater for gay workers'! An image of
members of the group, reclining on a sofa, in Shropshire County
Council’s in house newsletter of December 2006, was a source of
consternation for some readers.

Pride not Prejudice

Although LGBT people had legal protection from 2003, the Law
Centres Federation created a dvd to help them to use that law.
They realised that a change in the law did not mean that employers’
behaviour, in many cases, toward LGBT people had changed. They
were dealing with many
cases of harassment and
discrimination..

not prejudice
In 2014 TUC Education at | —
Shrewsbury College ran

the first (free) Out At Work
course aimed at stewards,
reps, members and activists,
equipping them with advice,
iInformation and reference
points on LGBT issues.

?;exual Orientation
har assment

'n the workplace
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History helps provide a map that shows where we
have come from, the events that have inevitably
shaped our lives and the societies we live in.
Looking at history, we see the way certain actions
and decisions brought about events and what the
consequences of those events were.

Back in Time: the
National Festival of LGBT

b— History in Shrewsbury
NAT'ONA!; FESTIVAL Is a great opportunity to highlight Shropshire
}_ _{ as a place where many LGBT people have
SHREWSBURY always lived, loved, set up home, created

families and lived their everyday lives. We
also know that there are many who have fought hard, campaigned,
challenged the heterosexual and binary gender ‘'norms’, making their
voices heard as people with the right to live their lives.

We use the term LGBT as a catch all to include....Lesbians, gay Men,
Bisexual People, Trans People and others who do not conform to
heteronormative assumptions

A few of us attended the first National Festival of LGBT History in
Manchester in February 2015 and following our presentation about
LGBT activity in Shropshire, were asked if we wanted to be a ‘'hub’ in
2016, alongside York, London, Newcastle, Bristol, Manchester. We
knew that it would be a lot of work but how could we resist!

History stuff gets to you, especially once you realise how little we
know ourselves, never mind how much the general public know
about LGBT lives:

e How people met each other

e Where they could meet and feel safe, non-judged, accepted
for who they are

e The impact of being criminalised

e The impact of being abused, discriminated against, ignored,
demonised

e The contact ‘coming out’ and sometimes lack of choice in
‘being out’

e The ‘codes’ that helped people to ‘find’ each other and ‘share’
experiences without overtly announcing their sexuality

In a large rural county, finding and meeting
people is harder and undoubtedly a lot of
people gravitate towards larger cities and
towns where there is more likelihood of a
‘gay’ club, bar, group meeting and even an
LGBT Community centrel!!l Also we know
that some have come to the ‘'metropolis’
of Shrewsbury from some very small rural
communities

— = iuuw"i
P} g

e

2

. o

e-seX marri
or town

Sam

\\decision f a‘ E

*

An Introduction

LGBT RIGHTS ARE
HUMAN RIGHTS!

History Month

The National Festival of LGBT
History has grown out of the
work of Schools Out (www.
schools-out.org.uk) who, in
2004, initiated LGBT History
Month. Their intention is
ambitious — nothing less
than providing the general
public and our community
with the education denied and kept hidden from them in

mainstream education, educating ‘out’ prejudice and making all LGBT
people visible and safe. The idea is to enable everyone — LGBT and
heterosexual alike — to discover the contributions and experiences of
the LGBT community in all their diversity. This will only happen if the
history, lives and experiences of LGBT people are made visible.

Whether at school, through art, a museum, theatre, culture....we
consistently need to be made aware of the presence of LGBT people.
We exist in all times, places, all religions, cultures, ages. We should

be referred to as part of everyday life without necessarily needing
particular comment.

In schools ‘usualising” acclimatises children to the existence of
something (e.g. LGBT people). This prepares them to be taught in
more detail about those lives later on. This more in-depth teaching is
the second teaching method called ‘actualising’ and involves lessons
with specific objectives that include a greater understanding of LGBT
iIdentities, and their impact on people and culture.

This exhibition

Largely based on material collected over the years by a few
individuals. In the main it deals with the 19/0s onwards. More funding
IS needed to do a more extensive job of collecting and displaying
archival materials, shedding light on hidden lives and understanding
more about the history of LGBT people and their communities,
whether campaigning for change, pointing out injustices or simply
getting on with their lives.

The focus is mainly on Shropshire but, we are aware that there are
gaps. Where it seemed helpful we have added material from other
sources. We appreciate that this exhibition is partial — we all have
our own experiences, perspectives and views of ‘what happened,
when, how....’

We hope this exhibition will

open up discussion and debate,
encouraging others to start telling
and sharing their own stories,
adding tour understanding of LGBT
lives.
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