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In the Spring of 1949, a Shrewsbury man,
Geoffrey, sought assistance from the police, after

his friend, Percy, was assaulted. What followed
was not what they expected.
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Their call for help led, instead, to the arrest of many gay men from

the town; suspected of ‘gross indecency’. By mid-Summer, Geoffrey

and another man, Willlam, had been sent to prison; for terms of two
years and 18 months.
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Their offence was that they were
homosexuals.
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The old Smithfield Market — a place where gay
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Full details were reported in the local
paper, together with their addresses and

work details; a clerk, a photographer, a
railwayman, a nurse...

The Judge, Mr Justice Hilberry, at Salop
Assizes, described Geoffrey as “a real
danger’ and noted he and William "had
discovered others addicted to the same

practices through a magazine ‘Health
and Strength™
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Geoffrey & William's lives (and the lives of their friends and families)
were wrecked.
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68 Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1885.
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“Hill Tragedy Verdict

MAN'S BODY FOUND ON
CAER CARADOC

———

Entfy in Diary Read at Inquest

In the May of 1949, Alan, age 22,
an engineer, who lived at William’s

address, committed suicide on
Caer Caradoc.
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William & Geoffrey's names and sentences - recorded in the court’'s Minute Book
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